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Dear  Pas tor ,

I  want  to  share  an  impor tant  update  r egard ing  our  upcoming  church  p lant  and  min i s t ry  in
Skopje .  Af te r  much  prayer  and  cu l tura l  s tudy ,  we  have  chosen  the  name:

“Grace  B ib l e  Fe l lowsh ip”

In  Macedonia ,  the  word  “church”  i s  a lmos t  a lways  unders tood  in  connec t ion  wi th  the
Orthodox  t rad i t ion .  For  mos t  peop le ,  i t  b r ings  to  mind  r i tua l s  such  as  l i gh t ing  cand le s ,
r ec i t ing  formal  prayer s ,  and  confes s ing  to  a  pr i e s t .  Whi l e  these  prac t i ce s  a re  deep ly  rooted
in  the  cu l ture ,  they  do  not  communica te  the  gospe l  o f  Je sus  Chr i s t  o r  the  new l i f e  found  in
Him.  Because  o f  th i s ,  we  have  chosen  to  use  the  word  “Fe l lowsh ip  (Заедница )”  in s t ead .
Th i s  a l lows  us  to  h igh l ight  what  we  t ru ly  des i r e  to  bu i ld :  a  communi ty  o f  loca l  be l i ever s
cente red  on  God’ s  Word ,  known by  re la t ionsh ip ,  and  shaped  by  the  g race  o f  God,  w i thout
crea t ing  barr i e r s  o f  mi sunders tand ing  f rom the  very  s ta r t .
Th i s  a l so  communica te s  our  min i s t ry  mode l  more  c l ear ly .  Our  goa l  i s  to  mee t  not  on ly  in  a
f ixed  loca t ion  for  week ly  s e rv i ce s ,  but  a l so  in  homes ,  in  co f f ee  shops ,  and  even  on l ine
through  soc ia l  med ia ,  where  peop le  can  hear  the  preach ing  and  t each ing  o f  God’ s  Word .
Another  impor tant  par t  o f  th i s  cho ice  i s  tha t  the  government  o f  Macedonia  does  not  a l low
more  than  one  “Bapt i s t”  church  to  be  r eg i s t e red .  Th i s  would  h inder  us  l ega l ly  i f  we  used
Bapt i s t  in  the  name.
At  the  same  t ime ,  th i s  i s  on ly  a  beg inn ing  ident i ty .  Once  the  ca l l ed -out  a s sembly  o f  new
be l i ever s  i s  f i rmly  e s tab l i shed  and  ready  to  form i t s  own ident i f i ca t ion ,  the  be l i ever s
themse lves  w i l l  p rayer fu l ly  choose  the  name  under  wh ich  they  w i l l  cont inue .  My task  i s  to
p lant ,  d i s c ip l e ,  and  equ ip  a  b ib l i ca l  a s sembly  tha t  w i l l  be  na t iona l - l ed  and  Chr i s t - cente red .
We  are  deep ly  g ra te fu l  for  your  prayer s  and  fa i th fu l  suppor t .  Thank  you  for  s tand ing  wi th
us  a s  we  labour  to  s ee  the  gospe l  f i rmly  p lanted  in  Macedonia .
I  have  a l so  put  toge ther  the  s ta r t  o f  a  new webs i t e  for  Macedonia .  P l ease  take  a  look ,  and
you  wi l l  s ee  tha t  our  doc t r ine  has  not  changed  — on ly  our  approach ,  in  order  to  match  the
cu l tura l  and  l ega l  cha l l enges  we  face .  h t tps : / /www.grace2mk.com/doct r ine
Fee l  f r ee  to  ca l l  me  or  my  pas tor  w i th  any  ques t ions .  Wi l l i am Brooks  903-495-8668
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